Olde Dobbs Zrail

Newsletter of the OLD DOBBS COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
P. 0. Box 617, Goldsboro, NC 27530

JULY 1990 VOL. 6 No.1

NEXT MEETING
22 SEPTEMBER 1990

WESTERN SIZZLIN STEAK HOUSE
100 N. Berkeley Blvd.
11:30 am
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QUERTES:

TARVER: Etheldred b. 1770 Dobbs Co., NC - Parents Samuel Tarver and Celia Jordan
Tarver. Both b. 1739 and residing in Dobbs in 1780. Would like to
exchange information. {address removed for privacy}

TARVER: John and Sarah Rogers Tarver parents of Frederick d. 1772, Johnston Co.,
NC; Samuel marr. Charlotte Goff 27 Dec 1787, d. in TN 8 Feb 1845. Need
information on other children: ' '

{address removed for privacy}
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REMINDER:

OUR YEAR BEGINS IN JULY. DUES ARE DUE JUNE 30th. THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER
IF DUES ARE NOT IN BY JULY 30th.
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HELP WANTED: WE HAVE THREE PEOPLE TO WORK WITH THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE. HOWEVER,

WE NEED SOMEONE TO BE CHAIRMAN OF THIS COMMITTEE. PLEASE CALL
{address removed for privacy}
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{address removed for privacy}

HOOKS IV
THE NIGHT-RIDE OF MARY (POLLY) HOOKS REASSESSED: At the beginning of the story
called HOCKS III-The Night-Ride of Mary (Polly) Hooks I promised to explain why I felt
the story dhould have been written under the title Mary (Polly) Hooks rather than

Mary Slocumb as was done by Mrs, Ellet, We shall now do just that,

To be sure Mary Slocumb and Naxy'(quly) Hooks were one and the same, but at that
tinme Mary (Polly, was not the wife of Ezeldel Sloeumb, Lhis fact is of great importance
in the story, not just to the title, out to the total understanding of the account of
Mary's ride. Having said that let me hasten to say further that many, perhaps most,
histérians have tended to disallow the story of the Night-Ride of Mary Slocumb, These
historians have not becen able to overcome some minor details in Mrs. Ellet's account.
I shall attempt in HOOKS FAMILY HISrCRY III~The Night-Ride of Harj {Polly) ‘Hggicasiig“i
overcome these problems and to show the story is essentially sound' and that these minor
difficulties are, indeed, subject to adegquate explanation,

Now if you will note in FOOKS FAMILY HISTCRY I that Mary (Polly) Hooks and her
husbsnd, Szckiel Slocumb, were step brother and sister before they were husband and
wife, Mary's father as a widower and Ezekiel's mother as a widow had married in 1771
and had a daughter Susannah in 1773. During the course of Mrs. Zllet's dissertation
she tells of Hary (Polly, speaking of her child. I submit that the child,so spoken of,
was not the child of BEzekiel and Hary (Polly) but was rather the little three year old
half sister of both Ezekiel and Mary (Polly). I further contend that when in lirs,
flet's account she tells of Hary (Polly) referring to her husband, she was really
speaking of her step-brother, Ezekiel Slocumb. To be sure when Hary (Polly) spoke
of the event years later she would speak of him as her husband for mzekiel had then
become her husband. I feel sure Mrs, ollet told the story as she did swithout ever
thinking of the problems that might arise in the years that followed, nor did che
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HOCKS IV

think of the problems that might arise in the mind of the reader am decades of time
passed and became centuries. Mrs. Zllet simply told the story as related to her in
the simple languagﬁ that would one day cause problenms.

Another vroblem that as arisen with the historians is the reference to Ezekiel's
"Guard Cloak". that is really no pro’blem. In reality the original reference was likely
"coat! rather than "Guard Cloak", It may even have been a "home made" coat. As I see
it as the story wasmepeated the language, quite unintentionally, got a little out of
line, This, hecwvever, does alter the essential correctness of the story. Mary (Polly)
recognized her step-brother's coat and if it had been the official "Guard Cloak" that
might have not been ecasy,

Another problem that bothers the historians is the word ‘'he" when the story given
by Mrs. £llet quotes Mary (Polly) as saying, "What a happy ride I had back! &nd with
what joy did 1 embrace my child as he ran to meet mel" I am convinced *bhat-the informant
who informed Mrs, Ellet kmew lMary (Polly) did have a‘son at thé time of the telling
and as in other instances used the word "he" without ever once thinking and never real-
izing the iﬁaccuracy that was to cause future problems, Azain, to me, this does not
affect the essential correctness of the story.

Still another problem for the historians is the distance Hary (Polly) rode, fhat
would, indezd, be a real problem if she had had to rigéﬁﬁér home in later years in
Wayne County. At this time, however, lary (Polly) did not ride from the home she and
Bzeldel -rere to have in later years, but she rode from the Hooks home in Duplin County
which was not quite zo far. At the time of Mary's Night-time Ride she and her step-
brother Zzekiel clocwab still resided in the home of her father Thomas Hooks and his
mother Susanna (maicen name unknown) Slocumb Hooks. This home in Duplin Gounty was
between their future home in Wayne County and the battle site at Moore's Creel: dridge.
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HOOKS IV

And stili another problem for the historians is the failure of Ezekiel Slocumb
to claim vo have been in service at the time of ¥he Moore's Creek Bridge incident.,

My position in this rezard is---There was no reason to make such a claim. He was not
officially in ‘the service at this time. Zzekiel Slocumb, like many others, just fell
in with the men and young men of the area. He did, however, enlist officially later
§n. At this time Egekiel <as only sixteen years of age. Likewise the officers in re-
porting the Battle of Moore's Creek bridge would not likely be reporting the "doings"
of unlisted personnel. They had slenty to do with reporting that which was of an
official character and the "doings" of those who were enlisted.

I‘am sure the reader has come to believe the writer accepts the story as written
nany years ago by Irs, zlizabeth Ellet and that I peraomally have no real problems
with the minor details as they got out of hand as the story was told and retold. To
be sure I have not proved, nor cen I prove, the story, but I do feel that it is essen-
tially trv e. I cannot belie#e it is a pure fabrication., Just as I cannot prove the
essenticl correctness of the account, the histprians cannot, in reality, disprove it.

Proved or unproved as the case may be, the story makes good reading and should
be kept alive. I understand a movie has recently been released by Alan alda. The movie
is called "SWEET LIBERTY" and focuses, at least in part, on the story of Hary (Polly)
Hooks Slocumb's Night-iide. SWuZT LIBERIY,. as I understand it, is a movie about making a
novie and svars Alan Alda and Michael Caine in male roles with lidchelle Pfeiffer playing
the part of llary (Polly) iHooks sSlocumb,

I hope the reader has enjoyed and aspreciates my Ythinking'on -his matter as much
as 1 have enjoyed trying to get -y thoughts together in an organized, reasonable, and
acceptable fashion. iay I suggest that the stories HUCKS, II, HOOKS III, and HCOLS IV

be treated as a unit, «ith the three parts taken together the picture Decomes clearer.
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OLD DOBBS COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

PURPOSE

To preserve the history of 01d Dobbs County and its families.
To promote friendship and exchange information.

ADVAMTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP

Monthly issues of the newsletter "Olde Dobbs Trail"
Free queries in the newsletter for members.
Guest speakers and lecturers at meetings.

MEETINGS
Meetings: Fourth Saturday of September, December, March and June

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL
(Annual Membership from 1 July to 30 June)

Date

$10.00 Single Member $15.00 Joint Members (same address)
New Member Renewal

NAME : ‘

ADDRESS: , PHONE :

CITY: STATE: Z1P:

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
OLD DOBBS COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P. 0. BOX 617
GOLDSBORO, NC 27530

OLD DOBBS COUNTY RECORDS (530 pages)
Contents: Ancestral Charts, Bible Records, Cemetery Information and in-
scriptions, Elections Records, Military Records, 01d Waynesborough
Residents, Tax Records, Will Index (1195 names).

EARLY MARRIAGE RECORDS OF WAYNE AND JOHNSTON COUNTIES, NC
MARRIAGE RECORDS, WAYNE COUNTY, NC VOLUME II, 1900-1940

OLD DOBBS COUNTY RECORDS - Cost $45.00 postage included

EARLY MARRIAGE RECORDS OF WAYNE AND JOHNSTON COUNTIES, NC Cost - $25.00
(postage included)

MARRIAGE RECORDS, WAYie COUNTY, NC VOLUME II 1900-1940 Cost $45.00
NAME ‘ (postaae included)
NS

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
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OFFFICERS
President. ... ..o Elizabeth G. Ellis
1st Vice President..........coivviiinin... Yvonne C. Hatch
2nd Vice President..........covvviiivninnn.. Sadie Whitfield
Recording Secretary........covvvivinunnnnn... Jean T. Albert
Corresponding Secretary........covuvvunnun... Margaret V. Mc Clenny
TrBaSUrer . e Georgia S. Futrell
Chaplain. .. ... i i i s, Charles B. Ellis

COMMITTES
Newsletter. .. .. i, Mary E. Spiron
Membership.. ... ..o i, Carol L. Peele
PrOgram. ..ot e e Sadie Whitfield
Budget and Finance..........covvrvvvnnnn... Georgia S. Futrell
PubTications......coviiinin i, Mary E. Spiron

OLD DOBBS COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

P. 0, Box 617
Goldsboro, NC 27530
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