
STRAWBERRYDOM.

The Natural home of the luscious Queen of 

Berries

_______________

THE WORLD FAMOUS LADY THOMPSON

________________

It’s Discovery, Propagation and its wonderful culture.

________________

A Hundred Miles or More on the Coast Line Where Berries and

Berry Growers Make the Country Prosperous.

__________________

Mt. Olive

________

Eastern North Carolina’s Strawberry Storm Center.

   This beautiful and thrifty little town is in sort of a strawberry storm center. It is located on the southern edge of Wayne county, and in spring times and early summer its attractive houses, extensive business blocks, its green, flower-decked lawns form altogether a charming centre for from 500 to 1,000 surrounding acres of the maturing fruit and vegetables. The Lady Thompson

strawberry predominates. Near Mt. Olive this queen of the strawberry realm was first discovered, 

and here it grows to wonderful perfection.  Mt. Olive and its tributary section in a part of the 

thermal and frostless Eastern North Carolina belt. The soil is light and loamy and conducive to the most perfect growth of early fruits and vegetables.  Its citizenship is comprised of a sturdy, 

industrious people, native and to the manner born, and possessed of those characteristics of

hospitality and social excellence that opens the homes and the hearts of our Eastern folks and invites a cheerful communion with neighbors and friends every day in the year.  The adaptability of the soil in the fullest growth and perfect maturity of fruits, vegetables and staple crops, coupled with the untiring energy and industry of the people, fills its gardens to overflowing every season, furnish an abundance and to spare for every family, and keeps long trains in motion

carrying the surplus to the big markets of the country.

   Mt. Olive is probably the largest strawberry shipping point in the State, from this point was 

shipped during the past season nearly one million quarts of strawberries.  These berries are brought on an average of 10 cents per quart, bringing into the community for strawberries alone

nearly one hundred thousand dollars.  The prevailing price for pinking berries during the past season was 1 ½ cents per quart.  This means that Mt. Olive’s crop of strawberries circulated, among the berry-packers alone from twelve to fifteen thousand dollars.  The town paid to 

transportation companies on strawberries alone during the past season in the neighborhood of $40,000. 

  Some estimate of the railroad and refrigerator companies can be obtained when it is remembered that Mr. J. A. Westbrook, a prominent strawberry grower of Mt. Olive, paid on one 

day, picking from thirty acres, in freight the sun of $750.

  The country around Mt. Olive is largely engaged in the cultivation of all the leading vegetables,

early beans, peas, potatoes and turnips being the leaders.  These vegetables grow here to perfect maturity and in great abundance, and their rapidly increasing culture in adding wealth to the 

community.  Among those most prominently identified with fruit and truck growing near Mt. Olive, are, besides Mr. J. A. Westbrook, Mr. R. Kornegay, Mr. R. J. Southerland, Mr. Geo. W. Williams, Mr. R. M. Williams, Mr. B. A. Hunt, Rev. N. M. Jurney, and a score of others.

  The colored farmers many of them are giving attention to this new farming feature, and many of them are growing berries and vegetables with marked success.

  Mt. Olive is a splendid little town, the country cocooning it thrifty and prosperous and with a revival of general farming interest and a little more economical and extended system of transportation it is destined to go forward with still greater strides in the direction of progress and 

prosperity.

J. A. WESTBROOK

A Pioneer Fruit and Truck Grower and Shipper

  The real leader in the cultivation and shipment of strawberries, indeed one of the largest and most successful growers of strawberries in the State, is Mr. J.A. Westbrook, of Mt. Olive.  He is a member of that well known Westbrook family whose very name is linked with successful culture of North Carolina fruit.  He is a genius leader in all that is greatest and foremost in 

Southern strawberry growing.  He took hold of the Lady Thompson berry when it was first discovered in Wayne county, improved it, propagated it and did much toward making it the leading American berry.  He began the cultivation of the vine itself, and his sales of vines have reached as high as half a million in one season.  He is still engaged in propagating this great

variety and selling the young vines to berry growers all over the South.

  He is a thoroughly systematic prudent, careful, patient farmer. It takes just one kind of man to make a success at fruit and truck farming.  He watches his berry fields, his vineyards and his truck gardens with the same care that a merchant watches its store or a banker his bank.

  Covering a thirty or forty acre field of strawberry vines, with straw to protect them from frost of early sping, to some men would seem impracticable. To Mr. Westbrook it is a mere business detail, and while a man with less care and patience would be discussing with himself the advisability or practicability of such a thing.  Mr. Westbrook would have it all completed, and his strawberries protected. His reward comes when in the early springtime he had fine ripe strawberries that command high prices in the markets of the country.

  Mr. Westbrook is a pioneer in the cultivation of berries.  His wonderful success has stimulated his neighbors.  They have learned from his examples, provided by his experience, until they have made Mt. Olive probably the largest shipping point for strawberries in the State.

____________________

MAGNOLIA
Where Flowers, Berries and Vegetables

Bloom and Mature

  This is one of the most charming little towns on the Atlantic Coast Line.  Its name is peculiarly appropriate and is a measure defines a striking of the town and community.  Magnolia is a horticultural section.  It is not, of course, devoted exclusively to the cultivation of nature’s spring and summer beauties, but because of its mild climate and vernal surroundings flowers grow to such perfection and bloom in such a perfusion that in recent years the cultivation of the rarest plants of the floral kingdom has grown onto a commercial industry and in some instances, of sticking magnitude.  Magnolia enjoys the distinction of having probably the largest tuberose farm

in the world. This is owned and conducted by Mr. H.E. Newberry, who has taken this one flower and by scientific and systematic culture has made himself famous as the leader n the culture of this beautiful and sweetest of all flowers.

  Mr. Newberry propagated a large acreage in tube rose bulbs and finds purchasers for them all over this and other countries.  Magnolia is likewise extensively engaged in fruit and truck growing, and is one of the largest shipping points on the Coast Line system.

_______________________________

FAISONS

The Home of Thrift, Energy, Integrity and Prosperity

  Good people make a good town and a good community, Because of this fact the little town of Faison is one of the best in Eastern North Carolina, and the section of the grand our county of Duplin that surrounds Faison is characterized by industry, by thrift by marked intelligence and individual excellence.   The place derives its name from one of the oldest and most prominent families in Eastern North Carolina, a family which has sent into almost every avocation and 

valuable history of the State.  It has been said that the town should have been named Faison Hill, so that it might have perpetuated another name that for a century has been an honor to this county and community,  The two names Faison and Hill stand for personal integrity and genuine worth in this part of the State and there are many clever men and women here who worthily wear them. 

There are many other names here that are synonyms as well, of the sturdy yeomanry of Duplin county. The Hicks, the Mallards, the Moores, the Witheringtons, the Perrities, the Westbrooks, and many others all of them or nearly all of them successfully engaged in fruit and truck culture.

  Faisons is another strawberry centre, and in and around the town are two hundred and fifty or

more acres planted in the delicious Lady Thompson berries.

  Faisons stands in the front ranks of berry growing points. Its shipments during the past season bearing up to half a million quarts.  There is probably no section in Eastern North Carolina where this fruit grows in greater perfection, maturity, and yields more bountifully than the section around Faisons.  The soil and the climate are conducive to rapid growth and early maturity. And, best of all, the people --those who cultivate them --know just how to do it.  They are thoroughly 

conversant with the best methods for planting, cultivating, gathering and shipping, and when their famous Lady Thompsons go to the market the lesser varieties realize the fact that with them it is surrendering time.   I met at Faisons, Mr. W. E. Hill and Dr. I. Faison, two gentlemen of the old school, graduates in University classes of distinction in former days.  The latter, Dr. Faison, an encyclopedia of the State’s history in war times and before war times, a gentleman of wide

acquaintance, of broad and liberal mind, of great depth of thought and of distinction as a citizen and physician.  Mr. Hill, venerable in years, but buoyant in spirit, active in mind almost as much so as he was in ‘52 when he served his State in its General Assembly, or a few years later when he was solicitor of the county and a leading member of its bar.  These two men may be called the cornerstones upon which the social and industrial edifices of the community has been erected.

  I met here also Mr. I. Faison Hill, a prominent merchant and farmer and his charming wife, who was Miss Kattie Fuller, eldest daughter of Judge Thomas C. Fuller, of Raleigh, to these there are half a hundred others who are engaged in the business and ship from this point.

  Mr. Thomas Perritt is likewise a leading merchant-farmer of Faison.  He cultivates strawberries and asparagus and is a large buyer and shipper of the famous Sampson county huckleberries.

His purchase of this berry alone during the past season amounted to nearly one hundred thousand quarts. “Messrs. R. A. Moore, J.S. Westbrook, J.W. Mallard, B. B. Witherington, N.D. Hicks and J. R. Faison are among the larger growers of truck and berries in the section in addition to largest shipping point for strawberries.

  Hundreds of acres here and hereabouts are devoted to the cultivation of potatoes, beans, asparagus and turnips, and in shipping season Faisons is one of the livilest points on the Atlantic

Coast Line.

                       ___________________________________________________

Mr. J. S. WESTBROOK

And His Extensive and Prosperous Farming Interests

  One and half miles from Faisons is the fruit and truck farm, the orchards and vineyards of Mr. J. S. Westbrook. This gentleman is another one of the Westbrook Bros. who have done so much to

make Eastern North Carolina famous as a fruit and truck growing section.

  One of the most beautiful and comfortable homes, one of the most productive and valuable farms, is the Westerbrook home and farm at Faisons, and one of the cleverest and most industrious famers in Eastern North Carolina is Mr. J. S. Westbrook, its owner.

  He has broad acres in strawberries and other fruits, in asparagus and other vegetables, large orchards of peaches, pears and plums of every variety, extensive vineyards and nurseries and scarcely ever fails of an abundance harvest.

  He is a born nurseryman, fruit and vegetable grower a pioneer of the business in Eastern North

Carolina,  He has made it a life study, and keeps in touch with his vines and his trees from sprouting time to harvest time.  He propagates and sells large quantities of strawberry vines of the famous Lady Thompson variety, and largely through him this variety has gone into almost every berry-growing section of the South.  He has, with his nursery and his industry, and with but little else except girt and determination, made his farm at Faison one of the most valuable in the entire section and in connection with his two sons, Messs. F.G. and J.H. Westbrook, he has established other extensive fruit and vegetables growing farms at Bay-View in Onslow county, and at Wallace in Sampson county.  He is an untiring worker, a systematic, painstaking model farmer, and when he makes a shipment, either of matured fruit or young vines, or tress from his vine beds, vineyards or nurseries they can always be relied on as the best.

  Mr. Westbrook’s reputation for the propagation and sale of the very best and for square and honest dealing extends over the South, and he easily takes rank among the leading truck and fruit growers of the South.  He is also a large grower of the staple crops, and his wheat fields and his corn fields are examples for others to follow.  He is one of the cleverest and most hospitable of the many thousands of good folks who people our eastern section, and his delightful home is the rendezvous for a large circle of acquaintances and friends. 

MR. F. G. WESTBROOK

  This gentleman is the eldest son of Mr. J. S. Westbrook, and is a chip of the old block.  After a complete education and a through training of his hands, as well as his mind, he hired him away

with a charming young wife to a fine little farm on the banks of New river, overlooking the famous Stones bay, one of the most beautiful sheets of water in the world. On a commanding eminence on the west side of the bay he built a charming little home.  All around it he has planted fields of strawberries, asparagus and other fruits and vegetables, and up and down the driveways and walkways he has planted long rows of the choicest pears, plums and other fruit; in short built him a home and surrounded it with fields and vineyards and gardens from which, at each harvest time, he can gather bountifully of whatever pertains to luxurious living.  Down in the beautiful bay, besides this new home, the Eastern North Carolina Piscatorial Association, with which Mt. Westbrook, his uncle J.A. Westbrook, his father J.S. Westbrook, Dr. Porter, of Rocky Point, and others, are connected, some years ago planted hundreds of thousands of bushels of oysters, and from these beds come the now famous New river oysters which threaten to snatch the renown now enjoyed by Lynn Haven Bay’s and the Blue Point.

  Mr. F. G. Westbrook is the resident manager of the oyster industry.  His first shipping season was last winter, but he could only furnish then a limited supply.  He is arranging for extensive shipments during the approaching season, and the fame that has already been achieved by these New river oysters will likely spread from market to market.  Mr. Westbrook will also pay considerable attention to the fishing industry.  New river is a winter home for the choicest of the finny tribe, and the Bay View fisheries are destined to rival many of the older fisheries if the East. 

WARSAW, N. C.
  Warsaw is in Duplin, on the main line of the Wilmington and Weldon railroad, and in the terminus of the Clinton branch of the Coast Line. It is one of the busiest and pleasantest of 

all the busy towns on the Wilmington and Weldon railroad, and is environed with a most 

hospitable and thrifty people, all of them industrious and as prosperous as the best of our Eastern North Carolina farmers and truck ranchers.  They don’t all get rich, either here or elsewhere, nor do they make large profits, but they have an abundance of all that is best that comes from the garden, the orchards and the farms.  They live under their own vines and fig tree, and whether they have a bug surplus of money when the autumn comes or not, they have that healthy, happiness and heartiness that comes with honest, patient and fairly remunerative toil.

  Warsaw has a number of very successful business men, agriculturists and horticulturist.

successful, merchants, manufacturers and planters who duly appreciate the splendid climate, the fertile soil and the many other blessings that nature has provided for the favored section.  

Mr. J. A. Woodard is one of the town’s leading merchants.  He is likewise a successful gardner and strawberry raiser, and a popular and useful citizen.

  Mr. S. E. Hines is one of the town’s successful merchants. He is a grower of fruit and truck and universally popular among his neighbors and associates.

Mr. Hussey, Mr. Hill and dozens of others make up a community of genial, clever and popular citizens.

MR. W. L. HILL

  Warsaw is the home of Mr. W. L. Hill, one of the staunchest and most talented of Eastern North

Carolina’s younger citizens.  Mr. Hill is president of the Eastern North Carolina Fruits Growers 

Association, an organization which is destined to be of incalculable service to the individual    fruit growers of Eastern North Carolina.  He has faithfully served his country in several positions of honor, and has at all times measured up to the best type of true manhood.

  Mr. Hill is largely engaged in the culture of strawberries, asparagus, beans and other garden truck, and is besides, an extensive grower of cotton, corn and other stubble crops.  He is a 

horticulturist as well. And has broad acres planted in tuberous and other rare flowers and shrubs.

The tuberous culture of this section is probably the most unique of all the varied industries.  The bulbs are grown here in great fields, and are shipped from here all over the world.

  It was said that a prominent Wilmington gentleman was at one time traveling in the old country. He desired to bring his wife, among other mementos, some rare plants. So he went into the place of a noted florist and told him that he wanted on of his rarest plants, incidentally saying that the matter of cost was immaterial.  The florist accommodated him at considerable expense to the tourist.  He packed it carefully and brought it home.

  “ Why my dear,” remarked his wife when he opened it at home, “ that is nothing in the world but a tuberous bulb, that you could have bought from Will Hill at Warsaw for a nickel.”

And so it provided to be, and was possibly generated by Mr. Hill.  

  There is a charm about this fruit, horticultural and vegetable culture that does not always attach to agricultural pursuits.  I takes patience, care and close attention to make the work a success. Mr. Hill is a model young farmer, and capable by training, by experience and by habits of industry and close application to the best results from his gardens and farms.  He is one of the most popular young men in this county, and richly merits his success and popularity. He is striving year in and year out to overcome whatever mistakes  there are in widening and broadening the truck and fruit culture in Eastern North Carolina, and is ready at all times to give his time, his energy or his means towards advancing the interest of fruit and truck growers of Eastern North Carolina.  He has ay heart the interest of other truckers, as well as himself, and as the official head of the fruit growers association, he is bending his energies and efforts to solve whatever knotty problems there are that tend to retard the business. The question of transportation, is the great question with the fruit growers.  Rapid transit and reasonable rates he must have, if the industry is to assume its proper proportions.

  The freight and refrigerator services is improving with each season, but it is a question as to whether it has kept pace with the rapid strides that the industry has made during the past few years.  

  To this question the Fruit Growers’ Association, of which Mr. Hill is president, the Atlantic Coast Line, the Coast Dispatch and the California Fruit Transportation Company are all giving attention, and it is hoped that by next season this important matter will have been adjusted, and so completely systematized that the best results may come to the fruit growers, the transportation companies and the commission merchants and dealers in far away markets. 


